FAMILY
TRAUMA

Decades of human rights
violations in Iran have affected
generations of families.




ABOUT THIS SERIES

IN SEPTEMBER 2022, MaHsa AMINI,
A 22—YEAR—OLD KURDISH IRANIAN,

DIED WHILE IN CUSTODY OF THE
GAsSHT-E—ERSHAD, IRAN'S ‘
MORALITY POLICE. |

SHE WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY ON SEPTEMBER 13
FOR “INAPPROPRIATE ATTIRE” AND DIED THREE
DAYS LATER AFTER FALLING INTO A COMA.

HER DEATH SPARKED THE GENERATIONS OF IRANIAN WOMEN ARE
LARGEST PROTESTS IRAN SPEAKING OUT ABOUT THE IMPACT REPRESSION
HAS SEEN IN DECADES, WITH HAS HAD ON THEM AND THEIR FAMILIES.
WOMEN REMOVING THEIR @

HITABS AND CUTTING THEIR

HAIR IN DEFIANCE.

This series was
originally published
on VOAnews.com



NiLu JENKS
DOESN'T RECALL
HAVING A STRONG
REACTION WHEN
AMINI'S DEATH
WAS ANNOUNCED

“THAT 1S SO NORMAL
FOR THE IRANIAN
EXPERIENCE. ... SHE'S
ONE OF THOUSANDS.”

TO THE WORLD.

NILU

a 45-year-old
Iranian American

FOR YEARS, JENKS AND HER
MOTHER HAVE DEBATED WHO OR
WHAT COULD BRING CHANGE TO

W/HAT DID CAPTURE
HER ATTENTION WAS
THE REACTION FROM

“THERE’S NEVER ANY
KNOWING WHAT SPARKS A
REVOLUTION. ITs JusT,

&

SO MANY IRANIANS. IrRAN.

ENOUGH LOSS. ... ENOUGH
TORTURE. ENOUGH ABUSE.”

JENKS' PARENTS MOVED TO |
THE UNITED STATES BEFORE
THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION IN
1979 AND HAD EVERY INTEN—
TION OF RETURNING TO IRAN.

BuT IN FEBRUARY OF THAT 3
YEAR, THE SHAH WAS b
TOPPLED, AND THE IsLaMIC
REPUBLIC WAS BORN — JUST
ONE MONTH AFTER JENKS.

“T wAS SUPPOSED TO
GROW UP IN IRAN.”




THE REVOLUTION DIVIDED HER FAMILY. MANY
IRANIANS WHO REMAINED IN THE COUNTRY
EXPERIENCED OPPRESSION AND OFTEN FACED
IMPRISONMENT AND TORTURE.

SOME OF THOSE WHO
MOVED TO THE UNITED
STATES EXPERIENCED
DISCRIMINATION.

LIKE OTHERS IN IRAN,
JENKS' FAMILY HAS
BORNE DECADES'
WORTH OF LOSS,
TORTURE AND ABUSE.

THEIR EXPERIENCES
OFFER A GLIMPSE INTO
WHY AMINI'S DEATH
WAS FINALLY ENOUGH
FOR SO MANY.




“GIta," JENKS' AUNT, WAS 19 WHEN THE ! IT was 1980, AND SHE WAS CAUGHT IN A
KOMITEH STOPPED HER ON THE STREET. STING OPERATION AFTER THE GOVERNMENT
SENT A MESSAGE FROM SOMEONE THEY'D

ALREADY ARRESTED.

THE PEOPLE'S MOJAHEDIN INITIALLY, ITS IDEOLOGY

ORGANIZATION OF IRAN WAS BASED ON MARXISM,
“MY AUNT WAS IN (MEK) 1s AN IRANIAN FEMINISM AND ISLAMISM.
THE MOJAHEDIN AT RESISTANCE GROUP FOUND—

THE TIME.” ED IN 1965 BY LEFTIST
IRANIAN STUDENTS.

\
b

BUT THE GROUP LATER BECAME

A SOURCE OF CONTROVERSY SOME IRANIANS CONTINUE OTHERS CALL IT A PEACE—
AFTER IT CARRIED OUT SEVERAL 70 VIEW MEK AS A TER— FUL MOVEMENT SEEKING
TERRORIST ATTACKS. RORIST GROUP. TO OUST THE CURRENT

IRANIAN REGIME.




“SHE MOVED FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE
TO PROTECT OUR FAMILY, NEVER
STAYING IN ONE PLACE FOR LONG. BuT
[THE KOMITEH] CAUGHT THE LEADER.”

“THEY WERE ALL
SO RELIEVED.”

“THEY TORTURED [THE
LEADER] AND GOT [THE
LEADER] TO TELL

THE GROUP TO

COME AND

MEET.”

.. AND THEN THEY
WERE ALL caugy»



FOR EIGHT YEARS, GITAa wAS
JAILED IN EVIN PRISON, A

PLACE FOR IRAN’'S POLITICAL
PRISONERS, AND NOTORIOUS FOR
ABUSE, FEAR AND CONTROL.

BuT SHE REFUSED TO
GIVE-UP-ANY NAMES.

“AND EVERY TIME SHE WOULD

l

GO, [THE GUARDS] WOULD SAY, |

‘WHY DID YOU
COME? WE
KILLED HER

YESTERDAY." ”

“SHE WAS RAPED TO
MAKE SURE SHE DIDN'T GO

“.. SHE’S BURIED IN A
REGIME DID KILL MASS GRAVE SOME—

IN 1988, THE

TO HEAVEN, BECAUSE

. WHERE. SHE waAs 26"
VIRGINS GO TO HEAVEN.

Gita. AFTERWARD,
THE GUARDS SENT
THE FAMILY HER
BLOODY CLOTHING
AND THE BULLET
THAT HAD KILLED
HER — ALONG

WITH A BILL FOR

THE BULLET.



A
GITA'S DEATH WAS PART OF

MASS EXE
pLACE IN 1
ORDERS FRO
LEADER AYAT

CUTION THAT TOOK

IRANIAN AUTHORITIES
EXECUTED THOUSANDS
OF POLITICAL PRISON—
ERS WITHOUT TRIAL OR
FORMAL PROCEEDINGS.

W/HILE THE EXACT NUMBER OF THOSE
KILLED 1S UNKNOWN, HUMAN RIGHTS
WATCH ESTIMATES THAT BETWEEN 2,800
AND 5,000 PRISONERS WERE EXECUTED IN
AT LEAST 32 CITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY.



IrANIAN AUTHORITIES NEVER
RETURNED THE BODIES OF ANY
OF THE VICTIMS TO THEIR
LOVED ONES OR TOLD FAMILIES
WHERE THEY WERE BURIED,

Tug LoSS OF THEWR
OUNGEST DAUBHTE

DEVASTATED JENKS
GRANDPARENTS:

“MY GRANDFATHER DIED WITHIN A YEAR
OF HER ARREST, OF A HEART ATTACK.”




“MY GRANDMOTHER WAS [DISTRAUGHT] AFTER HER
HUSBAND DIED, AND HER BABY DAUGHTER DIED.”




“SHE HAD FIVE DAUGHTERS. SHE WAS A MOTHER [AT A TIME WHEN] YOU
LOST BABIES A LOT. YOU LOST THEM TO POLIO. YOU LOST THEM TO MEA—
SLES. YOU LOST THEM TO WHATEVER.”

HER GRANDMOTHER SAID:

“IMAYBE THAT'S
WHY] I LOST MY
BABY THIS WAY.”




IN THE DECADES THAT FOLLOWED, MEMBERS OF JENKS' FAMILY ESCAPED HER PATERNAL

70 THE UNITED STATES, CANADA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM. - GRANDPARENTS,
.~ AN UNCLE AND

THREE AUNTS
WENT TO THE U.K.

s

HER GRANDMOTHER
AND TWO AUNTS
WENT TO CANADA.

W/HILE JENKS AND HER
IMMEDIATE FAMILY STAYED
IN THE UNITED STATES.

“MY MOM HAD JUST GONE TO
DayToN, OHI0. HER COUSIN LIVED
THERE WHO SHE HADN'T SEEN IN 50

Toronto 2019 |

Wit T Oty el oSt Vet e it Pefuaneonrs, | YEARS. THEY WANTED TO GIVE WER
i ) A COUPLE OF DAYS TO GET BACK TO
OF HER TIME IN TORONTO. ... [SHE] waAs DYING. BuT [MY

JUST HAVE THIS [MOMENT].”

AUNT] DIDN'T TELL MY MOM.”

——— ——

“{BUT] WE HAD TO CHANGE | | “[WE] HAD A CONNECTION @ JENks WEPT IN THE DETROIT ||
THINGS TO FLY MY MOM TO 4 | IN DETROIT. WE [WERE] | AIRPORT WAITING FOR HER
| TORONTO. I wAS COMING | | RACING THE CLOCK OF MY MOTHER TO LAND. SHE WAS
| FROM SEATTLE, AND MY MOM GRANDMOTHER DYING.” ll DELAYED BECAUSE OF SNOW.

| WAS COMING FROM DAYTON.”

|




“I JUST KNEW I NEEDED “AND SO, WE TOOK THE TAXI “IMy AUNTS] ARE LIKE,
TO GET HER TO HER MOM. FROM TORONTO, AND THE ‘PLEASE, JUST WAIT. LET
BuT HER MOM DIED.” HOSPITAL 1S LIKE, ‘SHE'S DEAD. THEM COME SAY GOODBYE. ”
W/E HAVE TO MOVE HER. ”

“THE FIRST TIME I MEET MY AUNT — AND MY MOM HASN'T SEEN HER SISTER IN HO YEARS —
IS OVER THE DEAD BODY OF MY GRANDMA. AND ALL OF THIS BECAUSE OF THAT GOVERNMENT.”




“IWE'RE] SITTING RIGHT NOW
IN THIS MOMENT OF EPIC HOPE
AND FEAR. ... A FRIEND OF
MINE WHO KNEW DESMOND
TUTU SAID HE ONCE TOLD HER,
‘FEAR MAKES YOU LIE DOWN.
HOPE MAKES YOU STAND UP." "

“AND I JUST KEEP THINKING
ABOUT THIS RIGHT NOW.
THE IRANIAN PEOPLE ARE
STANDING UP BECAUSE

THEY HAVE HOPE.”




Confronting ‘Morality’

FIVE WOMEN SHARE THEIR STORIES OF
GRIEF, SURVIVAL AND RESISTANCE UNDER
THE IsLamic REpuBLIC. EXPLORE THE FULL
SERIES ON VOANEWS.COM

NILU
g, DECADES OF HUMAN
s RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN
_—

IRAN HAVE AFFECTED
GENERATIONS OF FAMILIES.

SAHAR

A PRIVATE BIRTHDAY

CELEBRATION FILLED WITH W
SONG AND DANCING TURNS

INTO A PUBLIC NIGHTMARE.

MAHSA

M.S. wAS IN THE SEVENTH
GRADE WHEN SHE WAS
ARRESTED AND JAILED FOR
WALKING WITH A FAMILY FRIEND
WHO WASN'T A RELATIVE.

ELNAZ

GrowiNG uP, VHS VIDEOS
HELPED ELNAZ SARBAR
Boczek LEARN ENGLISH AND
OFFERED HER A WINDOW TO
A WORLD OUTSIDE OF IRAN.

ZHINA

AFTER BEING ATTACKED AND
THREATENED FOR ATTENDING
ANTI—GOVERNMENT PROTESTS
IN 2022, ZHINA FLED IRAN
TO THE IRAQI SIDE OF THE :
KURDISH REGION. (Y'Y Q 9

Explore the series * Available in English, Farsi, Dari, Kurdish, and Pashto

https://projects.voanews.com/iran/confronting-morality-women-under-the-islamic-republic/



